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The detailed ^gUres given by Megasthenes himself
clearly prove that* this was done in his time Houen
Tsang has recorded it as a fact that annals wCre care-*
fully recorded in each State The Rajatarangmi speaks
of ancient histories of Kashmere In the presence of
such evidence extending over such a long period we
cannot believe that history had no existence in India
Even now Rajput genealogies and even the genealogies
of Bamas^and Mewatis are recorded very carefully by
Bhatas who gain their living by this profession alone
It was, we believe only once? mz, between 700 and 1000
A D when Buddhism was overthrown and modern
Hinduism established, that historical daikness carat
upon the land and most of the ancient annals were
either destroyed or tampered with The evidence which
we have adduced from Greek sources does not belono-

o

to this period but is as old as 312 B C and cannot be
looked upon as exaggerated or tampered with Even
granting all that can be urged against us, this much at
least cannot be gamsaidj viz , that the idea that the
Mahabhaiata war took place about 3100 B C is as old
as Megasthenes                                                          *

* We ar$ now in a position to consider the contra-
dictory evidence adduced from the Vishnu Purana and
the Bhagavata which presumably follows the formei in
this respect We will use Mr Dutta's translation of the
"Vishnu Purana here In the last section of Part IV
Parashara jays, "From the birth of king Pankshita
up to the installation of king Nanda5 it is to be known
that 1065 years have passed" This, no doubt, would
give to the^Mahabharata war a date much lateu than